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Farm animals (in particular pigs) are a reservoir for human1.
Clostridium difficile infections due to PCR ribotype 078
(chapter 7).
The observation that farmers and pigs are colonized with2.
identical Clostridium difficile PCR ribotype 078 clones
indicates that interspecies transmission has occurred
(chapter 7).
Genetic markers provide a rapid and easy way to identify3.
strains with similar virulence potential as the ‘hyper virulent’
Clostridium difficile PCR ribotype 027 and 078 strains
(chapter 5).
Clostridium difficile evolution occurred through at least4.
six lineages (clades) (chapter 6).
Real-time PCR approaches alone are not suitable to5.
accurately diagnose Clostridium difficile infections (chapter 3).
All phylogenetic trees are ‘wrong’ but some are very useful. 6.
Adapted from George E. P. Box, British mathematician (Box, G. E. P., and
Draper, N. R., (1987), Empirical Model Building and Response Surfaces,
John Wiley & Sons, New York, NY).
It turns out that “genome” is a verb, not a noun—a process,7.
not a product. 
(Edward F. DeLong, in a Science commentary, “Microbial Evolution in the Wild,”
Apr. 27, 2012)
The usefulness of a typing tool depends on the personal8.
preferences of its users. A ‘splitter’ will prefer ribotyping
above MLST when a sequence type is divided in multiple
ribotypes whereas a ‘lumper’ will prefer the latter (MLST).
“Developments in whole genome sequencing are extremely9.
rapid, a complete genome for our children will come free
as a bonus with every 15 euro spent in the supermarket”. 
Adapted from Colja Laane,(Interface Issue 9, November 2012).
Clostridium difficile and world’s best soccer player10.
Lionel Messi share a trait; if you give them too much space
they will demonstrate their deadly skills.
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